
EEXXPPLLAANNAATTIIOONN ––– LLOOCCAALL MMIINNIISSTTEERR’’SS LLIICCEENNSSEE SSTTAATTUUSS 

**TThhee ““FFiirrsstt--ttiimmee”” LLooccaall MMiinniisstteerr’’ss LLiicceennssee 
 

 

A [first-time] Local Minister’s License is granted by the church board where you are a member, upon 
recommendation of the pastor. This level of licensing normally comes after your pastor and local 
church leadership have had opportunity to observe your life and ministry involvement. Such 
observation most often happens informally as these leaders get to know you and serve alongside 
you. The licensing process begins by completing an Application for Local Minister’s License. You 
must also undergo a background check as part of the church's commitment to child safety (see 
comment on Nazarene Safe below). 

Note: your pastor will also submit a Request for Verification of Credential History as part of the application 
process. A Local License may not be issued until this verification of credential history has been cleared by the 
General Secretary’s Office. The District Office will receive the final determination and contact the Local Church 
Pastor. Florida District Website – Floridanaz.com/Board of Ministry/Ministry Preparation 

 

 

Once the credential clearance has been received, you may submit your application to the pastor. 
Consideration of your application will be added to the agenda of an upcoming church board meeting. At the 
time of the church board meeting approaches, you will be invited to interview with the church board. If you 
are married, they may ask your spouse to also participate in the interview. During the interview, you will be 
asked to present your testimony with special emphasis on your call. They may ask further questions as well. 
Most likely you will be excused from the board meeting at the time they discuss and vote on 
whether or not to approve your application. 

 

 

When the church board grants you a [first-time] Local Minister’s License, it is hoped your pastor will present 
the license to you in a public church service, and perhaps invite you to share a few words of testimony 
about your relationship with the Lord and your calling to ministry. Members of the board and/or 
congregation may gather around you to pray for you as you embark on your journey of preparation 
for ministry in answer to God's calling. 

 

TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg eexxppllaannaattiioonn ppeerrttaaiinnss pprriimmaarriillyy ttoo aa ffiirrsstt--ttiimmee LLooccaall MMiinniisstteerr’’ss 

LLiicceennssee rreeqquueesstt.. TThhiiss pprroocceessss iiss iinntteennddeedd ttoo bbee eenntteerreedd iinnttoo bbyy tthhoossee wwhhoo 

bbeelliieevvee tthheeyy aarree ccaalllleedd ttoo lliiffeettiimmee mmiinniissttrryy sseerrvviiccee aanndd iiss aann eexxpplloorraattoorryy sstteepp iinn 

tthhaatt jjoouurrnneeyy.. SSeeee bbeellooww ffoorr iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn ooff RReenneewwaall ooff LLooccaall MMiinniisstteerr’’ss LLiicceennssee.. 

NNaazzaarreennee SSaaffee –––  TThhee CChhuurrcchh ooff tthhee NNaazzaarreennee hhaass aa zzeerroo--ttoolleerraannccee ppoolliiccyy rreeggaarrddiinngg 

sseexxuuaall aabbuussee oorr mmiissccoonndduucctt wwiitthh mmiinnoorrss.. EEvveerryy llooccaall cchhuurrcchh mmuusstt ccrreeaattee aanndd iimmpplleemmeenntt 

aa pprroocceessss ffoorr ssccrreeeenniinngg vvoolluunntteeeerrss aanndd ssttaaffff wwhhoo wwoorrkk wwiitthh mmiinnoorrss aanndd hhaavvee aa ppoolliiccyy iinn 

ppllaaccee ffoorr pprrootteeccttiinngg mmiinnoorrss.. TThhiiss ppoolliiccyy sshhoouulldd ffoollllooww gguuiiddeelliinneess ffoouunndd oonn 

NNaazzaarreenneeSSaaffee..oorrgg.. AAllll lliicceennsseedd mmiinniisstteerrss mmuusstt bbee ssccrreeeenneedd aanndd ttrraaiinneedd iinn mmiinniissttrryy 

ssaaffeettyy pprroocceedduurreess wwhheetthheerr oorr nnoott tthheeyy wwoorrkk wwiitthh cchhiillddrreenn.. TThhiiss wwiillll iinncclluuddee aa ccrriimmiinnaall 

bbaacckkggrroouunndd cchheecckk.. SSuubbmmiittttiinngg aa bbaacckkggrroouunndd cchheecckk iiss ppaarrtt ooff tthhee lliicceennssiinngg pprroocceessss.. 

NNoottee:: IIff tthhee cchhuurrcchh bbooaarrdd ggrraannttss yyoouu aa [[ffiirrsstt--ttiimmee]] LLooccaall MMiinniisstteerr’’ss LLiicceennssee,, tthhee PPaassttoorr mmaayy tthheenn 

oorrddeerr aann ooffffiicciiaall LLooccaall LLiicceennssee FFoorrmm ffrroomm CClleerrggyy DDeevveellooppmmeenntt wweebbssiittee..  TThhiiss iiss tthhee oonnllyy ooffffiicciiaall 

ffoorrmm ppeerrmmiitttteedd ffoorr tthhiiss ppuurrppoossee.. TThhee LLooccaall CChhuurrcchh mmaayy nnoott ccrreeaattee tthheeiirr oowwnn ffoorrmm ffoorr tthhiiss 

ppuurrppoossee..  Florida District Website – Floridanaz.com/Board of Ministry/Ministry Preparation 

NNoottee:: IItt sshhoouulldd bbee uunnddeerrssttoooodd tthhaatt aa LLooccaall MMiinniisstteerr’’ss LLiicceennssee ddooeess nnoott ggrraanntt mmiinniisstteerriiaall 

aauutthhoorriittyy.. YYoouu rreemmaaiinn aa llaayy mmeemmbbeerr ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh ooff tthhee NNaazzaarreennee.. IItt iiss aa ffiirrsstt sstteepp iinn aa lloonnggeerr 

pprroocceessss.. TThheerreeffoorree,, tthhee ttiittllee ooff  ““RReevveerreenndd”” oorr  ““PPaassttoorr”” iiss rreesseerrvveedd ffoorr oonnllyy tthhoossee wwhhoo aarree 

oorrddaaiinneedd oorr wwhhoo hhoolldd aa DDiissttrriicctt MMiinniisstteerr''ss LLiicceennssee aanndd aarree sseerrvviinngg iinn aa mmiinniissttrryy aassssiiggnnmmeenntt.. 

https://www.floridanaz.com/ministry-preparation
https://www.floridanaz.com/ministry-preparation
https://www.floridanaz.com/ministry-preparation
https://www.floridanaz.com/ministry-preparation


Local License – Page 2 

Having received a [first-time] Local Minister's License, continue being actively involved in the ministry of your 
local church. You are encouraged to put into writing a covenant of what you hope to accomplish in 
your ministerial development and education as you embark on this journey, and to share this with 
your pastor. Keep a copy of this covenant and update it periodically as you gain understanding, 
experience, and perspective from the education you receive and from your conversations with your 
pastor and other mentors. Tracking and reflecting on your progress can be a great source of 
encouragement and prepare you for the renewal of your Local Minister's License or for receiving a 
District Minister's License. 

Once you have been granted a [first-time] Local Minister's License, your pastor will guide you as to how to 
enroll with the District Board of Ministry. One of the responsibilities of this board is to oversee your 
progress in completing the Course of Study. Of course, you will need to let this board know the 
educational path you plan to pursue. Should you move your local church membership to another 
Nazarene church, your journey will continue in partnership with your new local church and the Board of 
Ministry of its district. 

 

 

**RReenneewwiinngg yyoouurr LLooccaall MMiinniisstteerr’’ss LLiicceennssee 
A Local Minister’s License must be renewed annually. This means you will need to apply for renewal 

of your license before the current license expires. The process for renewal is slightly different to the process 

when you are first granted a [first-time] Local Minister's License. During the renewal interview, you should be 

prepared to discuss the progress and growth of your spiritual walk, your call to ministry, your 

ministry involvement, and the status of your educational preparation. 
 

 

**Primary information taken from “The Guide to Ministerial Preparation and Ordination” (2017), pages 13-14 
 

Additional information regarding this Local License process may be obtained at 
the Florida District Website – Floridanaz.com/Board of Ministry/Ministry 
Preparation. 

Please take note: After holding a local license for two years, you may seek 

renewal of your license only if you have completed at least two courses in a 

validated Course of Study program (see 2017-2021 Nazarene Manual 529.4). 
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